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SGMA NEWS 

  

  

  

  

  



 

The LandFlex Grant Program was developed by the Department of Water 
Resources to provide drought relief for drinking water wells near vulnerable 
communities. LandFlex funding was awarded to three farmers in Madera 

County GSA and all three projects were completed in 2024. Through LandFlex, 
the Madera County GSA farmers participated in preventative fallowing of their 

enrolled acreage for 1-year while permanently retiring their groundwater 
overdraft allocations. Reducing overdraft groundwater pumping means more 
water is left in the ground making it available for rural drinking water wells, as 

well as helping to bring the basin closer to sustainable levels. Although a range 
of crops were taken out of production, LandFlex participants have the flexibility 
of using their sustainable yield amount for future cropping, planting pollinator 

habitats, or other low-or no-water use purpose. 

  

 

FLOOD NEWS 

  

  

Sandbags can play a major role in flood prevention, acting as a crucial 
instrument in protecting property from flood waters.  Sandbags when applied 
correctly can be used to build temporary barriers diverting the flow of water 

away from areas of concern.  However, it is important to understand the proper 
technique when using sandbags.  If stacked incorrectly the barrier my leak or 

over time fail completely.  Over filling bags with sand is a common mistake that 
often results in injury. To avoid such mistakes here is a short instructional video 

showcasing the proper technique and procedures for filling and stacking 
sandbags. 



 

For more instruction on filling sandbags - 
click below and watch this video 

Filling and Placing Sandbags 
  

  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

  

 

In an online tutorial and meeting to be held on Wednesday, Feb. 5, DWR will 
provide an overview of the Water Shortage Vulnerability Scoring and 
Tool features and underlying data, demonstrate how to navigate and apply the 
tool to commonly asked questions, and offer opportunities for participants to 
ask questions and discuss potential uses. This event runs one hour and starts 
at 9:00 a.m. Registration is required to attend this online event. 

  

  

The Private Well Class webinars are live enrichment sessions, in addition to 
the main email course material. They reinforce the topics in the email lessons 
with additional examples. The webinars are also the best opportunity to ask 
questions. Webinar registration is separate from enrollment in the email class. 
Both are free, but they are different. Also, register for any of our webinar dates 
separately.  

Upcoming Webinars 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-qQ0oE1kwM
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwater.ca.gov%252FPrograms%252FWater-Use-And-Efficiency%252FSB-552%252FSB-552-Tool%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010194b25ec3a3-aa2580ce-c26d-448b-9a23-defc99732da0-000000%2FvLhO4rhb5xsw2CS96Shczc-yQnJICobCBE_sspIqOH0%3D390&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Cd27f9060ae824a82337908dd406da43c%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638737563844480155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I0NSTNbR9NRYhb7A7D8KjJPYOV%2BDvBzICiUchDwZFXM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwater.ca.gov%252FPrograms%252FWater-Use-And-Efficiency%252FSB-552%252FSB-552-Tool%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010194b25ec3a3-aa2580ce-c26d-448b-9a23-defc99732da0-000000%2FvLhO4rhb5xsw2CS96Shczc-yQnJICobCBE_sspIqOH0%3D390&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Cd27f9060ae824a82337908dd406da43c%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638737563844480155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I0NSTNbR9NRYhb7A7D8KjJPYOV%2BDvBzICiUchDwZFXM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fca-water-gov.zoom.us%252Fmeeting%252Fregister%252FPZ2-Mci2T5qFUlHlcoeIpA%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2523%252Fregistration%2F1%2F01010194b25ec3a3-aa2580ce-c26d-448b-9a23-defc99732da0-000000%2FiJu5JlgDt6gao_BKSbqUFDwjGiYmE-KXjOE6tvUFaTY%3D390&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Cd27f9060ae824a82337908dd406da43c%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638737563844492737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u2e%2FA8Zc8BNPYp1HoQLoC%2BmqHPsrY%2BciVkBMz3gShN4%3D&reserved=0
https://privatewellclass.org/enroll


 

How to Find Local Information and Help 
Ferbruary 18, 2025, 1pm Central 
Registration 

Outreach Strategies for Working with Private Well Owners 
March 12, 2025, 1pm Central 
Registration 

  

  

  

https://privatewellclass.org/local
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2302942941608966998
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/cb98045e-76c5-4b20-8225-74756ae89337@5567effc-fa65-4b6b-ac58-4e233007351f


  

 

Click: AIM Program by Coalitions and Collaboratives Inc. (COCO) 

  

  

The Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF) will host its 37th annual 
California Small Farm Conference starting on Sunday, Feb. 23. The week-long 
event will feature more than 60 virtual and in-person workshops and gatherings 
around the state. This year’s theme, “Rooted in Place,” honors the vital 

https://co-co.org/aim-program/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcaff.org%252Fabout%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010194466ffd0b-69926471-cde9-4a80-83a9-9bc53a51892b-000000%2FaUkWU_DmdAZ9pq70PQrixoJ9rNrxfv8LCJ-0pMcZWqg%3D387&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Ceef3f78aaa5c4bb255b908dd2ff5712c%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638719453702220945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nw3nBphs1De5ViK3uSyMUcKeUM7t6qRZM1wkPnO095c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcasmallfarmconference.sched.com%252Flist%252Fsimple%253Fiframe%3Dno%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010194466ffd0b-69926471-cde9-4a80-83a9-9bc53a51892b-000000%2F8jwJDSQCkQCHlz04kXOjQPP-_D4wfcCyvEpfAvVyn1s%3D387&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Ceef3f78aaa5c4bb255b908dd2ff5712c%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638719453702233755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orYBEU8c4DbrdFcjm%2B9wJinpBxfZ82V3RIBlEG1PkOI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcasmallfarmconference.sched.com%252Flist%252Fsimple%253Fiframe%3Dno%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010194466ffd0b-69926471-cde9-4a80-83a9-9bc53a51892b-000000%2F8jwJDSQCkQCHlz04kXOjQPP-_D4wfcCyvEpfAvVyn1s%3D387&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Ceef3f78aaa5c4bb255b908dd2ff5712c%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638719453702233755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orYBEU8c4DbrdFcjm%2B9wJinpBxfZ82V3RIBlEG1PkOI%3D&reserved=0


 

relationship between farmers, communities, and the land they 
steward. Registration fees, starting at $20, are based on a sliding scale to help 
ensure everyone can attend. Founded in 1978, CAFF is a California-based 
nonprofit that builds sustainable food and farming systems through local and 
statewide policy advocacy and on-the-ground programs to initiate 
institutionalized change. 

  

 

OTHER NEWS 

  

  

The Madera County Farm Bureau is excited to announce that our 2025 
scholarship application is open! Please see below for additional 

information. The application can be found by clicking the button under 
the flyer, scanning the QR or by visiting our website 

https://maderafb.com/scholarship-application/ 
  

Applications DUE MARCH 4th! 
 If you have any questions, please contact the MCFB Office by phone or email 

559.674.8871 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcasmallfarmconference.sched.com%252F%253Fbg%3Dno%2526iframe%3Dno%2526sidebar%3Dyes%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2526w%3D100%252525%2523ticket-picker%2F1%2F01010194466ffd0b-69926471-cde9-4a80-83a9-9bc53a51892b-000000%2F93uAASH54GgW8VdBy45-J3m-2kDCo83MjVdG63jX-kc%3D387&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7Ceef3f78aaa5c4bb255b908dd2ff5712c%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638719453702246633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LYB1kYQfb%2FIYVNqrSz5oMBbZjWj6FwLh%2BMK4FGMGF8g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjdp9bseab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001KrpAb72B2B4j8oGt3nlivPyjwlbKjRQVH8kSOM6hGfln1yo3QxYY2Z1DPEE-CDKPCh4-DqOxr7A1uQH6nlU9iwoqzkGEhhRvXjqbOA88HJm9DrVkUBQ9CG_8-jKZvWDhLA8LDddzBTBgfgVYptd-SjB_X9hX-bFhcrytXnzWPVjkc86Nj1t8Tg%3D%3D%26c%3DzOcgrLE9lIhtdTHatAYxFFzOhO2FRz8FO0hAm-5jcYI2tM8ONEPt8g%3D%3D%26ch%3Dp05b52k5Svok5WOQEIUmMZlgKeg1z3mlKQrr7DbXQO6Cva_tqon4aA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeaninne.habben%40maderacounty.com%7C82bc64eaea5545a8c53d08dd3caefa36%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638733444840201080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u1HUILmWCGw7Bjixn2FAsz%2B2NAu9xIAiVl7c5UD%2ButU%3D&reserved=0


 

office@maderafb.com 
  

Madera County Farm Bureau Scholarship Program 

  

  

 

The Advanced Pumping Efficiency Program (APEP) is funded by the Pacific 
Gas and Electric company (PG&E). It's purpose is to educate and promote 

electric savings through better and more efficient energy and water use. The 
program focuses on electrical use of non-residential, PG&E electric or natural 

gas account that is primarily used for pumping water for the following: 
Production agriculture; landscape or turf irrigation; municipal purposes, 

including potable and tertiary-treated (reclaimed) water but excluding pumps 
used for industrial processes, raw sewage, or secondary-treated sewage. 

 
Learn more about the program 

  

  

 

There have been updates with the agricultural burning requirements for certain 
crops. As of January 1, 2025, small orchard removals, vineyard removals, and 

surface harvested prunings are also prohibited from open burning. 
 

Learn more about current open burning requirements 
Ag Burn Alternatives Grant Program Flyer 

 

  

 Save the Date for CA Tree School 2025! 
Mark your calendars for next year's CA Tree School! Our Forest Stewardship 

team is bringing Tree School to two new locations: 

mailto:office@maderafb.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/96c3d142101/c4ce44c0-876e-4cf9-a631-0c2058d6b598.pdf?rdr=true
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11%26id%3D83065273c7%26e%3Dfa836121ea&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C7290ac712df94fd2b50908dd3c0b71be%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638732742324112482%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zw7l2XSzg%2FuHRneuKlU4u7oOAKCVRJD2jRc0xXH9wUs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11%26id%3Df17cb988b4%26e%3Dfa836121ea&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C7290ac712df94fd2b50908dd3c0b71be%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638732742324126442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F2I1nEcEslAPdEuFWQ3bvtlbHx50cuAWbxfEsng5i5s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11%26id%3D61e2745750%26e%3Dfa836121ea&data=05%7C02%7CJeaninne.Habben%40maderacounty.com%7C7290ac712df94fd2b50908dd3c0b71be%7C6e47272b0f044e0299ca053508f0d2b5%7C0%7C0%7C638732742324139011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hs2hQkmd42gzXBrXzUrxXpyuE3lywbn6r01WWUvoYq0%3D&reserved=0


 

  
CA Tree School- Santa Cruz on April 5th at the Mt. Madonna School, 

Watsonville CA 
 

CA Tree School- Oakhurst on April 12th at the Yosemite Adult School, 
Oakhurst CA 

  
Tree School 2025 is an exciting chance to expand your knowledge of forest 

management, connect with other landowners and forest enthusiasts, and meet 
natural resource professionals from UC ANR.  

For More Information 

  

 

Visit our website at: 
maderacountywater.com 

 

Have questions on your allocation, measurement, or any other GSA concern? 
Schedule an appointment with us! We can also be reached at (559) 662-8015, 
at the County Government Building on the third floor, or you can visit us online 

at maderacountywater.com. 

  

  

https://ucanr.edu/sites/forestry/Stewardship/CATreeSchool/
https://www.maderacountywater.com/
https://maderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11&id=7c684d9aa2&e=f787005428
https://maderacountywater.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58cfa0ba8c3919b95f24fac11&id=8a3ea170af&e=f787005428

