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Happy New Year!!! 
  

 

SGMA NEWS 

  

  

New 2024 Water Leaders cohort report targets 
sustainability 

 The 2024 California Water Leaders cohort has released a report with targeted 
recommendations on Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 

implementation for policy makers and government agencies to consider. The 
recommendations aim to ensure that the state’s over-pumped groundwater 

basins reach sustainability under SGMA, which became law in 2014. 
The 21-page report, Recommendations for Implementation of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act, published by the Water Education Foundation, 
proposes fostering a more equitable and transparent approach to groundwater 

sustainability as California grapples with the increasing pressures of climate 
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change, prolonged droughts, and the demands of a growing and diverse 
population. 

  

 

FLOOD NEWS 

  

 

Winter is Here - Be Prepared 

There may be a widespread sigh of relief throughout Madera County as the first 
drops of rain hit the ground and in many communities rain means the end of fire 
season.  However, we must not be fooled into thinking the threat is 
over.  According to the California Department of Water Resources “Today, 
more than 7 million Californians, or 1 in 5, live in the 500-year floodplain, and 
approximately $580 billion in assets (crops, structures, and public 
infrastructure) are exposed to flooding.”  (Flood Planning and Studies) 
 
That does not mean that it only floods once every 500 years.  This means there 
is a .2% chance of a flood happening every year. Most live in a 100-year flood 
zone which means there is a 1% chance every year for a flooding event to 
occur in the area. The threat has compounded over recent years due to the 
many fires leaving barren scars across the mountains of Eastern Madera 
County.  These burn areas have been stripped of all vegetation allowing water 
and debris to flow at dangerous and unobstructed speeds towards rivers and 
streams that run through many Madera communities. 
     
We can all be grateful for the rain and can even enjoy the peace of mind 
knowing that fire season went back into hibernation.  But Madera County 
residence need to stay vigilant and understand that winter can bring many trials 
of its own.  Below are some tools that will help plan for these flooding events 
and to keep you better informed. 
What can you do to prepare for a flood? 

• Make your emergency plan today for your home or farm. Get started 
here: www.ready.gov/plan 

• Register for MCAlert for emergency updates! 
• Build a kit. You’ll need to plan for two situations: remaining in your home 

after a disaster or evacuating to a safer location. Gather the supplies you 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Flood-Management/Flood-Planning-and-Studies#:%7E:text=Today%2C%20more%20than%207%20million,infrastructure)%20are%20exposed%20to%20flooding.
http://www.ready.gov/plan
https://member.everbridge.net/1332612387831894/new


 

may need in case a flood leaves you without power, water or gas. 
Supply list: www.ready.gov/kit 

• FEMA has a checklist that provides an idea of what to gather to ensure 
your family’s basic comfort and well-being in case of an emergency 
evacuation. Download a PDF checklist here! 

  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

  

 

Contact Yosemite/Sequoia Resource Conservation & Development 
Council for information regarding the January and February Webinars 

  

http://www.ready.gov/kit
https://www.maderacountywater.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/FEMA-emergency-supply-list.pdf
https://www.ysrcandd.org/
https://www.ysrcandd.org/


  

 

To Register 

  

  

 

The Private Well Class webinars are live enrichment sessions, in addition to 
the main email course material. The webinars are a good opportunity to ask 
questions. Webinar registration is separate from enrollment in the email class. 
Both are free, but they are different.  

Upcoming Webinar 

What Environmental Health Professionals Need to Know about Wells 
January 30, 2025, 1pm Central 
Registration 

  

https://maderachowchillarcd.org/
https://privatewellclass.org/enroll
https://privatewellclass.org/ehp-webinar


 

OTHER NEWS 

  

 

New Funding Opportunity from USDA 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
announced $2 billion of assistance through their Marketing Assistance for 
Specialty Crops (MASC) program. Growers could be eligible for up to $125,000 
in assistance. Please reach out to your local FSA office for more 
information. USDA is accepting applications from now through Jan. 8, 2025. 
Find your local FSA Office 

• More information about the program 
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Do you have Questions? Call: 559-674-8871 

  

  

 

Start the countdown! Season 5 of our podcast, Tap Talk: Drinking Water in 
Rural America, is officially returning in the new year. The first episode of 
Season 5, TT049, is scheduled to debut on January 2. The episode will feature 
Terry Morse, CEO of the National Ground Water Association, discussing 
NGWA's Groundwater Foundation and Water Well Wish program. 

TT049 will release on Tap Talk's website, in addition to audio platforms like 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, iHeartRadio, and more. Subscribe to Tap 
Talk wherever you get your podcasts! 

  

Join Yosemite Gateway Prescribed Burn 
Cooperative for their  2024 Virtual Prescribed 

Burn Training 
Take action for fire safety and landscape health by joining the 2024 Virtual 

Prescribed Burn Training. This three-day online workshop, running January 
30–February 1, 2024, is perfect for landowners, land managers, community 

leaders, and anyone interested in the benefits of prescribed burns. 
You’ll gain expert insights on planning and executing prescribed burns, learn 
about permitting requirements, fire ecology, and safety, and discover how to 
work with agencies and community groups to build a resilient fire strategy. 

Why attend? 
🔥🔥 Enhance your knowledge of fire management. 
🔥🔥 Learn practical skills for controlled burning. 

🔥🔥 Network with a growing community of fire stewards. 
Cost: Free to attend, but space is limited—don’t wait! 
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Click the button below to register today! 
YGPBC 2024 Learn and Burn Workshop 

  

 

  

 

 Save the Date for CA Tree School 2025! 
Mark your calendars for next year's CA Tree School! Our Forest Stewardship 

team is bringing Tree School to two new locations: 
  

CA Tree School- Santa Cruz on April 5th at the Mt. Madonna School, 
Watsonville CA 

 
CA Tree School- Oakhurst on April 12th at the Yosemite Adult School, 

Oakhurst CA 
  

Tree School 2025 is an exciting chance to expand your knowledge of forest 
management, connect with other landowners and forest enthusiasts, and meet 

natural resource professionals from UC ANR.  
For More Information 

  

 

Visit our website at: 
maderacountywater.com 

https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=43959
https://ucanr.edu/sites/forestry/Stewardship/CATreeSchool/
https://www.maderacountywater.com/


 

Have questions on your allocation, measurement, or any other GSA concern? 
Schedule an appointment with us! We can also be reached at (559) 662-8015, 
at the County Government Building on the third floor, or you can visit us online 

at maderacountywater.com. 
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