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August 19, 2024

A meeting of the GFWD  Board was opened in person and telephonically on August 19, 2024 at 		 	
1:33 PM.


PRESENT:      In person: Seth Kirk, Paul Stewart, Michael Naito, Diane Kirk, Don Roberts

CALL-IN:         Tom Campagne, Garth Pecchenino - QK Consulting, Keasha Blew - QK Consulting

ABSENT:     	 Nick Davis

PUBLIC:	 None

PUBLIC CALL-IN: None


1.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   None


2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: On a motion by P Stewart and a second by M Naito, the minutes of the 	 	
	 regular meeting of July 15, 2024 were unanimously approved as emailed.

	 

3.  POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  No potential conflicts were identified.


4.  GSA/GSP (SGMA):

	 Garth reviewed the attached report

	 	 (a) See report

	 	 (b) Coordination Agreement - The Board agreed this approach is best for the basin.

	 	 (c) Interconnected Surface Water - The Board is concerned about this “new” issue by 	 	
	 	 	 DWR and what does it mean and how will the “guidance” be interpreted.

	 	 (d) WaterSmart Grant - Application submitted.


5.   PROP “218”:  

	 (a) See Garth’s report - Page 2

	 (b) Don advised a memo dated July 16th was mailed to all landowners and was sent to all 	 	
	 growers and interested parties on the email list advising the results of the 2024 Prop “218” 	 	
	 Election and Board actions relating thereto. 

	 The District provided a hand-delivered letter on July 23rd to the following Madera County 		 	
	 Officers: Assessor, Auditor-Controller, and Tax Collector	 

	 (c) Don also advised that the District’s auditor provided the Auditor-Controller the necessary 	 	
	 data for collection of the Stand by Assessments for 2024-2025. Garth advised (also in his 	 	
	 report) that QK provided the Auditor-Controller with the necessary data for collection of the 	 	
	 2024-2025 Prop “218” Assessments.

 

6.  WATER SUPPLY 2024:  Friant Reservoir is at 275,800 AF, and the Friant users are on a pro-rata 	 	
	 allotment for deliveries. The Restoration Target for the GF Recorder is 190 cfs with an actual 	 	
	 flow of 203 cfs and the amount at Sach Dam is 100 cfs.


7. CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE:  Don advised that the District’s Conflict of Interest Code was 	 	
	 revised in 2022. Don recommended that unless there had been statutory action that required 	 	
	 changes, no action would be needed.

	 Upon a motion by P Stewart and a second by D Kirk, the Board voted unanimously to make no 	 	
	 changes to the District’s conflict of Interest Code in 2024.

	 Don will provide Madera County with the appropriate notification prior to the October 1, 2024 	 	
	 deadline.


8.  WEB SITE:  Paul advised that the Board Members and Officers on the Web Site need to be 	 	 	
	 updated. Don will review all the items that may need to be updated and advise our Web Master.
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9. DISTRICT’S SPHERE OF INfLUENCE MODIFICATION AND ANNEXATION REQUEST: 

	 (a) See Garth’s report - Page 2

	 (b) Don advised that the proponents for this item have requested this item be deferred to the 	 	
	 October meeting. They wish to evaluate the District’s concerns and see if there are conditions 	 	
	 that would be beneficial to all parties.

	 This item was tabled until the October meeting.


10.  MADERA REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP:  July Meeting - Items of interest:

•  Update on projects

•  Aug meeting items include Hidden Lakes Water Storage Tanks Project and YSL Park 
application to rejoin the group


11. SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING:  The September Board meeting scheduled for September 16, 	 	
	 2024. Upon a motion by P Stewart and a second by M Naito the Board voted unanimously to 	 	
	 cancel the September 16, 2024 meeting with the stipulation that if items requiring action arise, 	 	
	 a special meeting will be scheduled.


12.   FINANCIAL REPORT:  (a) The Board was presented with a summary of the August 19, 2024 bills, 		
	 the August 19, 2024 summary of the District’s Temporary Investments and the August 2024 	 	
	 Income & Expenses for the year, along with the monthly totals of Temporary Investments for 	 	
	 2022, 2023 and 2024. On a motion by M Naito and a second by P Stewart, the Board voted 	 	
	 unanimously to approve payment of the August bills in the amount of $48,393.04.

	 (b) Authorization to pay September bills with the September Board meeting being cancelled. 	 	
	 After discussion and upon a motion by P Stewart and a second by D Kirk, the Board voted 	 	
	 unanimously to authorize the payment of the September bills by the appropriate September 16, 		
	 2024 date.


13.  CORRESPONDENCE: 

	 (a) Letter from Bureau of Reclamation on financial accounting of payments from October 1, 	 	
	 2022 to September 20, 2023. The accounting indicates the District is eligible for a refund of 	 	
	 surplus water payments up to $206,000. District will be requesting a refund. 

	 The letter also advised that there would be a delay in receipt of any refund due to the Bureau’s 	 	
	 change in their financial system

	 (b) Copy of a letter from the State Water Resources Control Board regarding the Friant Water 	 	
	 Authority’s application to appropriate water from the upper SJ River Watershed in Fresno 	 	
	 County. The letter stated that the original application was filed in 2013 and several extensions 	 	
	 had been requested. However FWA has yet to provide any response to the SWRCB request for 		
	 information in 2014. The Board has imposed a 30 day period for FWA to respond.


14.  MANAGER’S REPORT:  Don advised that the Bureau will be conducting a Contract Compliance 	 	
	 Review for the 2023 Water year for Gravelly Ford on August 21, 2024 at the District Office.

	 	 	 

15.   ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting declared adjourned at 2:05 PM by Pres. S Kirk.

	 With the cancellation of the September 16, 2024 meeting, the next scheduled meeting will be 	 	
	 October 21, 2024 at 1:30 PM at O’Neill Farm Management Office. 	It is anticipated the meeting 	 	
	 will be in person attendance with telephone call-in option.


_________________________________

Diane Kirk, Secretary/Treasurer
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