


Consideration of Adoption of the 2024 Delta-Mendota 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan



Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 
2014 (SGMA)

• Formed Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) with the intent 
of local control of Groundwater Management, through the 
implementing of Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs)

• On May 13, 2017, Madera County became the GSA for the 
portion of the Delta-Mendota Subbasin, within the County of 
Madera, not already covered by another agency

• Madera County Delta-Mendota GSA is one of twenty-three GSAs 
in the basin

• The twenty-three GSAs make up seven GSA Groups



San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors GSA 
Group (SJREC )

Out of the seven GSA Groups in the Delta-Mendota, Madera County GSA 
is part of SJREC GSA Group which includes eleven other GSAs

• City of Dos Palos GSA

• City of Firebaugh GSA

• County of Fresno GSA - Delta-Mendota Management Area B

• City of Gustine GSA

• City of Los Banos GSA

• City of Mendota GSA

• City of Newman GSA

• County of Madera GSA - Delta-Mendota

• County of Merced GSA - Delta-Mendota

• San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors GSA

• Turner Island Water District GSA - Delta-Mendota



Plan Submissions for the Delta-Mendota and Current 
Status

• January of 2020- Six GSP plans submitted for the Delta-Mendota 
Subbasin to Department of Water Resources (DWR)

• All six GSPs: Deemed “Incomplete” by DWR on January 21, 2022

• July of 2022, six Revised 2020 GSPs resubmitted for the Delta-
Mendota Subbasin to DWR

• All six Revised GSPs: Deemed “Inadequate” by DWR on March 2, 2023

• Delta-Mendota Subbasin is now subject to the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) intervention process 

• Delta-Mendota Subbasin Public Hearing is being planned for the 
first quarter of 2025  



2024 Delta-Mendota GSP

In response to DWR’s “Inadequate” determination of the Revised 
GSP 

• Created a Single GSP to submit to the State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) 

• Coordination Committee has accepted the final draft of this 
GSP July 22, 2024

The full 2024 Single GSP can be found at the link below 

https://deltamendota.org/final-gsp-documents/

The 2024 Delta-Mendota GSP addresses the three main 
deficiencies outlined in DWR’s “Inadequate” determination letter 
through Corrective Actions



2024 Delta-Mendota GSP

Corrective Action #1- Using the same data and methodologies:

• Develop a single GSP

• Established a uniform Basin Setting using the same data and 
methodologies 

• Revised the Sustainability Management Criteria to be 
consistent across the Basin 

• Established a Basin-wide monitoring network 

• Developed a Basin-wide Pumping Reduction Plan (PRP) to be 
implemented by 2025 



2024 Delta-Mendota GSP

Corrective Action #2- Establish common definitions of undesirable 
results in the Subbasin:

• Updated Basin-wide criteria for Undesirable Results for each 
applicable Sustainability Indicator

• Revised Sustainability Management Criteria for each applicable 
Sustainability Indicator 

• Used common Basin-wide methodologies to revise the 
Measurable Objectives (MOs), Minimum Thresholds (MTs), and 
Interim Milestones (IMs)



2024 Delta-Mendota GSP

Corrective Action #3– Set sustainable management criteria in 
accordance with the GSP Regulations:

• Revised Basin-wide definitions for Sustainable Management 
Criteria for each applicable Sustainability Indicator at all 
Representative Monitoring Sites 

• Used explicit (i.e., quantitative) criteria for Undesirable Results 
that define the groundwater conditions

• Described the process used by GSAs to define Undesirable 
Results, establish the MTs and MOs, and set IMs for each 
applicable Sustainability Indicator

• For Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels, added a well 
impacts analysis to the justification of criteria for Undesirable 
Results that demonstrates in the worse-case scenario



2024 Delta-Mendota GSP

Well Mitigation Policy

• Conduct public outreach regarding well mitigation

• Conduct preliminary reviews and field investigations of wells 
that potentially have gone dry 

• Provide short-term emergency water supply to wells that qualify

• Fund professional well assessments for wells that qualify

• Determine and fund permanent solutions for wells that qualify



Delta-Mendota Opportunities for Outreach

• Delta-Mendota Coordination Committee Meeting- Generally 
monthly since August 2017

• 2024 Water Leadership Institute- Spring-Summer 2024
• Community Water Needs Assessment -2024
• Webinars on Draft 2024 Delta-Mendota GSP- May and June of 2024
• Public Meeting on New Delta-Mendota GSP- June 2024
• Subbasin Website- https://deltamendota.org/
• Delta-Mendota Quarterly Basin Newsletter
And various Technical, Communication, and Stakeholder Workshops 
Pre-2020



Staff Recommendation  
Adopt the 2024 Delta-Mendota GSP
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Post 2020 Outreach 



Pre-2020 Outreach 


